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October marks a month that celebrates 
writing.  The National Day on Writing on 
October 20th invites writers to celebrate 
writing through a focus on place this year. 
After reading a couple of beautiful picture 
books for inspiration, students created a 
heart map of places they love--with 
reminders to include ordinary places as well 
as more ‘exotic” places.  They then went on 
to create a “map” of themselves, including 
whatever map elements they deemed 
appropriate.  Here’s a sneak peek at a 
few… 

 
Lee Bennett Hopkin’s City I Love is a poem 
expressing the actions of a busy city.  It also 
became the mentor text for a poem about a 
place or thing that each of us loves in room 
6.  We’re in the process of putting the final 
touches on them before they go up on 
display! 
 
Students have been working very hard in 
their Interactive Math Notebooks (IMN). IMN 
serve many purposes in the classroom: they 
provide evidence of learning and act as an 
anchor for the standards that have been 

taught throughout the year.  They can also 
be used as a reference to review skills and 
study needed concepts.  Last week we 
reviewed rounding by tens.  You can 
reinforce this concept at home by reviewing 
the rule that if a number has a five or 
greater in the ones column, then you round 

up to the next 
ten, and if a 
number has a 
1-4 in the ones 
column then 
you round down 
to the next 
number that 
ends in a zero. 
 
We’ve been 
reading current 
events articles 
that were 

written for 3-4th grade reading levels using 
www.timeforkids.com. We’re learning how 
to annotate articles and summarize in our 
own words.  We just read an article called 
“Food for Good” that discussed how the 
World Health Kitchen is helping people in 
the Bahamas after they were hit by 
Hurricane Dorian on September 1st.  
 
The next time you are in the hallways, stop 
by and check out our artwork on the walls. 
Our O’Keeffe’s and kelp art and poetry are 
on display.  
 
Looking ahead: 
10/10 Family Fit Night 6pm 
10/13 Monster Dash Run and After Bash 

 
Maps are a way of organizing wonder.  Peter Steinhart 
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